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കോടു, മൊട്ടു, മേടു, ചാറു, മത്തു, ചെള്ളു &c, they would be respectively confounded with കൊട്ട, കോട, മൊട്ട, മേട, ചാറ; മത്ത, ചെള്ള &c, words totally different in origin and signification. Now such terms being numerous in the Language, an insuperable difficulty is introduced by spelling them all alike with അ; whereas by restoring ഉ to those which have the Half sound, the difficulty entirely vanishes.

3. Nor is there any liability of their being confounded with others which have the full sound: for there are few words in the Language that have only the varying sounds of ഉ to distinguish them from each other. The only cases where there can be a confusion are in the words ഉണ്ടു 'eaten' and ഉണ്ടു 'there is' and in the Past Tense terminating in ഉ and the corresponding Verbal Participle. But even here the change in the Orthography is of no advantage, since by the substitution of അ, ഉണ്ടു may signify 'a ball' and the Verbal Participle may be confounded with the corresponding Nominal Participle. But the Past Tense is easily distinguished from the Verbal Participle by the former being always the concluding word in the sentence, a position which can never be occupied by the latter; and in fact no difficulty is experienced in the termination ഇ, which is common to both of them e.g. അവൻ ഓടിപ്പോകുന്നു 'He goes running' അവൻ വീട്ടിന്നു ചുറ്റും ഓടി 'He ran around the house' The confusion however between the Verbal and Nominal Participles can by no means be removed by rules e.g. കട്ടു മുതൽ കൊണ്ടുപോയവൻ 'He who stole and took away the property', and കട്ട മുതൽ കൊണ്ടുപോയവൻ 'He who took away the stolen property.'

4. As the ഉ in such cases is in general only indistinctly uttered, it may be asked: how is this sound to be distinguished from the full sound? I would in reply observe that the Final ഉ is heard distinct-
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